Inspired by the so-called "Red Book" for molecular biology studies of the fruit fly (Drosophila melanogaster) (Lindsley and Grell, 1968) , the BEEBOOK will serve as a manual of western honey bee research methodologies. It will be composed of 29 peer-reviewed chapters authored by more than 160 leading honey bee experts (Table 1) , and is expected to be completed by late 2012. It will be published as a special issue of the Journal of Apicultural Research in both hard copy and Open Access electronic formats. The former will serve as a companion to researchers performing studies related to honey bees in the laboratory and in the field and will ensure ease of access to scientists in developing countries lacking dependable internet access.
The latter will enable quick and efficient global distribution of the methodologies to relevant stakeholders, as well support dissemination of rapidly evolving methodologies between hard copy editions of the manual as the scientific community takes advantage of web-based crowdsourcing (Hogue, 2011) : an open call to researchers to provide updates to the work.
Since 2007, COLOSS has developed into an internationally recognized network for western honey bee health. Members of the network will continue to invest in COLOSS's legacy efforts, including the BEEBOOK, monitoring colony losses globally, and global networking, to adequately address the complex issues of western honey bee colony mortality.
